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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Applicants: John B. Harley, Judith A. James, and Kenneth M. Kaufinan 

Serial No: 09/500,904 Art Unit: 1.648 

Filed: February 9, 2000 Examiner: Foley, S. 

For: DIAGNOSTICS AND THERAPY OF EPSTEIN-B ARR VIRUS IN 

AUTOIMMUNE DISORDERS 

Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D. C. 20231 

RESPONSE TO NOTICE OF ABANDONMENT 

Sir: 

Responsive to the Notice of Abandonment mailed December 19, 2001, applicants 
respectfully request that the application be revived as unintentionally abandoned. A response to 
the Office Action mailed December 28, 2000, was mailed with a three month extension of time 
on June 28, 2001. . A copy of the postcard showing receipt is enclosed. A Response to the Notice 
to Comply with Requirements for Patent Applications Containing Nucleotide Sequences mailed 
as part of the Office Action mailed December 28, 2000, was mailed April 19, 2001 . A copy of 
the postcard showing receipt is enclosed, A Response to the Notice of Non-Compliant 
Amendment mai led July 12, 2001, was mailed on July 31, 2001. A copy of the postcard 

showing receipt is enclosed. 

A second Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment was then mailed August 24, 2001. 
Since it was unclear what the problem was with the Amendment, a telephone call was made to 

OMRF )6l CIP 
O784I7/0OMO 

1 
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U.S.S.N.: 09/500^04 

Filed: February 9, 2000 

RotpondC to Notice i>f Abandonment 

the examiner on September 13, 2001, which she returned on September 14, 2001, telling my 
secretary Jean Hicks she would look into the case and call back. She did not call back. On 
October 24, 2001, 1 called the examiner who at that time said the amendments to the 
specification were Hie problem, not the amendments to the claims. A Revised Response to the 
Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment was then m ailed October 24, 2001. This was re-faxed (a 
copy of the postcard as well as the fax cover sheet are enclosed) on December 7, 200 1, when a 
call was made to the Patent Office and we were told the Response had. not been received. After a 
further conversation with die Patent Office regarding the Notice to comply with requirements for 
the Sequence Listing, a further response to the Notice to Comply with Requirements for the 
Sequence Listing was then sent by mail on December 1 1 , 2001 . 

Applicants have received no notice that the replies were not timely filed nor that they 
were inadequate until the Notice of Abandonment. Any delays in responding to the Office 
Action mailed December 28, 2000 ? were entirely unintentional Accordingly, it is believed this 
application should not be abandoned, or if abandoned, that full and complete responses have 
been filed and the application should be revived, 



December 27, 2001 
HOLLAND & KNIGHT LLP 
Suite 2000, One Atlantic Center 
1201 West Peachtree Street, N.E. 
Atlanta, Georgia 30309-3400 
(404) 817-8473 (Telephone) 
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